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treatise on c The Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies,'
merely as "an hypothesis for their better explanation."
Quoting from Ptolemy the maxim, " He who is to follow
philosophy must he a free man/7 this Polish Catholic
canon and prebendary yet ventured to publish only in
the year of his death, on the urgency of Cardinal Schom-
berg, a discovery that he had made thirty-five years be-
fore. The book containing it had, however, been written
in 1539, and the MS., which had a considerable circu-
1 lation, roused the enthusiasm of Dr Vogelinus of Con-
stance, who proclaimed it to be a Palingenesia or new
birth. Copernicus is one of the numerous great men
whose fame has elevated a scientific doctrine into an arti-
cle of faith; and the acceptance of his views has been
made almost a test of sanity, by critics in whose eyes
their rejection has condemned the whole philosophy of
Francis Eacon to contempt.

Copernicus, as we have seen, started no new idea : his
unquestioned merit; his inalienable claim as one of the
Fathers of Astronomy, rests on his having shown to be
true that which the shrewdest of his predecessors had
merely guessed. An observer only second to Tycho
Brahe, and a mathematician whose accuracy bas seldom
been surpassed, he demonstrated, by reasoning on the
relations of space and time, the rotations of the earth,
as the captains of Magellan demonstrated its rotundity
by sailing round it. Previous to his time, the rival
solutions of the same phenomena rested on almost equal
grounds. That of the Pythagoreans, followed by Aris-
tarchus, relied on greater simplicity; that of Hippar-
chus was so much the more obvious that it has to this
day the support of common language, pdetic tradition,